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Northern Light: Nature Photography
Important photography donation from Pieter and Marieke Sanders

Museum de Fundatie Zwolle: 8 June – 22 September 2024
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Northern Light: Nature Photography will open at Museum de Fundatie in Zwolle on 8 June. The exhibition will focus on photographers’ vision of nature and its relationship with humans. Structured around a number of themes, Northern Light: Nature Photography will consider subjects such as cycles in nature, human interventions in the natural world, including the disruption of the ecological balance, and how the human condition is reflected in relation to nature. The exhibition will feature more than a hundred artworks, roughly half of them by Finnish photographers, from the Pieter and Marieke Sanders collection, which are to be donated to Museum de Fundatie. A further forty works from their collection, and several paintings and photographic works from the museum’s own collection will complete the show. Four artists – Marijke van Warmerdam, Koos Breukel, Awoiska van der Molen and Miklos Gaàl – have been invited to make their own presentations for the exhibition. The guest curator of Northern Light: Nature Photography is Maarten Bertheux.

Image manipulation
The exhibition will explore a number of themes. One key focus will be the depiction of nature by photographers and painters in different eras. The main concern of the makers in the exhibition is not so much to record reality, as to experiment with light, the seasons, perspectives, camera settings and image cropping. Finnish photographers Jorna Puranen and Adam Jeppesen use new techniques that create a deceptively poetic image of nature. Some artists (Susanna Majuri, Arno Minkinnen and Scarlett Hooft Graafland) use image manipulation to create surreal or dramatic landscapes. Finally, the exhibition will also include a unique series of work by photographers whose focus is images (manipulated or otherwise) of buildings and interiors and, of course, portraits. The threat that humans pose to nature is also a theme explored by some photographers (Adam Jeppesen, Ilkka Halso and Antti Laitinen). 
New concepts
The Finnish photographers in the Sanders’ collection are mostly from the Helsinki School, established in the early 1990s at Aalto University in Espoo. Besides their focus on the landscape, with its characteristic clear (northern) light, students at the university were encouraged to experiment in the photographic process and develop new concepts for themes like the transitory nature of time, and interventions by or the presence of humans in the natural world that produce narrative scenes. Most of them saw nature as something unpredictable, and rather than attempting to suppress it, embraced the unreliability of the landscape to enhance our relationship with nature. The work of these Finnish photographers will be shown in the exhibition alongside work by artists from different countries and continents. All of the work that will be on show emphasises a personal and innovative approach to the medium of photography or video. 
Sanders collection
For more than forty years, Pieter and Marieke Sanders delighted in the contemporary work of both young unknown and established artists in the Netherlands and abroad. Their collection is very diverse, and includes paintings, work on paper, small sculptures, photographs, video art and NFTs. The focus is on innovative and conceptual work. Latterly, the couple followed the latest developments in new media, video art and post-internet art. Thanks to their forward-looking attitude to buying art, their collection now encompasses three generations of artists. Over the past few years Marieke Sanders has donated a selection of work from the contemporary art collection she created with her husband Pieter (1938-2018) to five different museums in the Netherlands. Museum de Fundatie in Zwolle and Heino/Wijhe has now been added to that list.

Northern Light: Nature Photography – gifted by Pieter and Marieke Sanders will be at Museum de Fundatie in Zwolle from 8 June to 22 September 2024. 
About Museum de Fundatie 

Museum de Fundatie is one of the eastern Netherlands’ leading museums. It showcases work by makers from a range of disciplines and backgrounds, highlights new talent and works closely with several educational institutions in Zwolle. The museum has an international programme, yet it is deeply rooted in Overijssel province. Museum de Fundatie is open to all, and offers a varied programme of exhibitions, from old masters to contemporary art and design. 

Temporary exhibitions and collection presentations are shown at two locations: Museum de Fundatie in Zwolle and Nijenhuis Castle, which has a sculpture garden, in Heino/Wijhe. 

Museum de Fundatie is the custodian of two art collections – the Fundatie Collection (owned by Stichting Hannema-de Stuers Fundatie) and the Overijssel provincial art collection – and shows works from both at its two locations.
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